MINUTES

Regular Meeting October 14, 2025
Cleveland County Water Board Room Tuesday, 6:00 P.M.

Present: Vice Chairman Bill Cameron; presiding, Secretary Amy Elliott Bridges
Commissioners Tony Brooks, Bruce Martin, Pamela P. Maddox and
Pete Pedersen. Attorney Delton W. Barnes and General Manager Brad
Cornwell were present. Absent was Chairman Donald Melton

Vice Chairman Bill Cameron called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM, welcomed all
who were in attendance and recognized Commissioner Pam Maddox who gave the
invocation and Commissioner Pete Pedersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Vice Chairman Cameron invited General Manager Cornwell to provide an update
on Chairman Don Melton. Mr. Cornwell shared the status of Mr. Melton’s
hospitalization and shared that his spouse appreciated the prayers. He also noted
that Chairman Melton has never missed a board meeting since his election in 2005.

A. Approval of Agenda:
Vice Chairman Cameron asked Commissioners if anyone had any questions
related to the adoption of the agenda. Vice Chairman Cameron requested a
motion to adopt the agenda.

ACTION TAKEN: Upon a motion by Mr. Pedersen and second by Mrs.
Maddox, the Board of Commissioners voted unanimously to accept the
agenda.

B. Public Comment
Vice Chairman Cameron shared some rules concerning public comment with
the visitors attending the meeting. Each speaker is allowed three minutes of
gpeaking time. Secretary Bridges will inform the speaker when thirty
seconds of time remains. The order for the speakers will be determined by
the order on the sign in sheet. Mr. Cameron noted that public comments are
for comments only, the members were available to listen only. Mr. Cameron
invited visitors to stay for the remainder of the meeting after the comments,

Mrs. Bridges invited the first speaker, Dr. Joseph Hendrick Jr., to begin the
public comments. Dr. Hendrick introduced himself and shared his office



information in Shelby. Dr. Hendrick shared his concerns about no longer
feeding the fluoride chemical during the water treatment process. Dr.
Hendrick shared medical and dental history to support his opinion.

Mrs. Bridges invited the next speaker, Dr. Zachary Evans, to continue the
public comments. Dr. Evans introduced himself and shared his office
information in Shelby. Dr. Evans shared knowledge that he taught to
freshman students in dental school during his residency concerning the
safety and benefits of fluoride chemical in water treatment.

Mrs. Bridges invited the next speaker, Dr. Rita Chen, to continue the public
comments. Dr. Rita Chen introduced herself sharing her office information in
Shelby. Dr. Chen is a pediatrician speaking on behalf of herself and other
Pediatricians in the area. Dr. Chen shared her concerns about oral care and
the effects on children without the fluoride treatment in the water.

Mrs. Bridges invited the next speaker, Dr. Jim Wilson, to continue the public
comments. Dr. Jim Wilson introduced himself and shared his office
information in Shelby. Dr. Wilson expressed his concerns and shared that
the public should receive notification about the fluoride chemical stop.

Mrs. Bridges invited the next speaker, Roger Harris, to continue the public
comments, Mr, Harrig introduced himself and shared his address for the
record. Mr. Harris shared the benefits of fluoride treatment. Mr. Harris
shared that he is a former public educator for Cleveland County Schools.

Mrs. Bridges noted that all speakers had concluded their public comments.

Vice Chairman Cameron again invited all speakers and visitors to stay for
the remainder of the meeting.

Mer. Cornwell noted that the letters received in the mail concerning fluoride
were included in the member packets for reference.

C. Consent Agenda:
ACTION TAKEN: Vice Chairman Cameron presented the Consent
Agenda Itemg. Upon a motion by Mr. Brooks, second by Mrs. Bridges, the
Board of Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the Consent
Agenda. The Consent Agenda consisted of the following items:



1) Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 9, 2025

2) Consideration of Ordinance Number 16-2025 An Ordinance Establishing a
Capital Project Ordinance and Budgets for Cleveland County Water’s
Kingstown Asset Inventory Project HEL-RTA-01

3) Consideration of Ordinance Number 17-2025 An Ordinance Amendment
for a Capital Project Ordinance and Budgets for Cleveland County Water’s
Rehab of Union Trust Bank Building Project for the Stagecoach Greenway

4) Consideration of Ordinance Number 18-2025 An Ordinance Amendment
for a Capital Project Ordinance and Budgets for Cleveland County Water’s
ARP Funded Casar Lawndale, Sand Hills, and Will Dixon Road Water
Main Project

D. Unfinished Business:
1) Consideration of Ordinance Number 19-2025 An Ordinance Amendment
for a Capital Project Ordinance and Budgets for Cleveland County Water's
ARP Funded Hendrick Lake Tank Waterline Improvements Project
(Formerly Belwood) ARP Project SRP-D-ARP-0035

Mr. Cornwell started unfinished business with the Hendrick Lake Waterline
Improvements project. The original bid for the project was overbid but the
bid was accepted for presentation to the State of North Carolina to show a
balanced budget. The Casar Lawndale Road water line project was
$292,000.00 under budget. Those funds will be shifted to assist with the
funding for the Hendrick Lake Waterline Improvements project. This
ordinance shows the Casar Lawndale transferring to the Hendrick Lake
Waterline Improvements. The ordinance also reduces the costs of the
construction paid to Two Brothers Utilities. The General Fund balance of
$670,000.00 will reduce lower as other ARP projects reach completion. The
Polkville Tank and the Waco Pump Station are predicted to finish below
budget. The funds remaining from those projects will be appropriated to the
Hendrick Lake Waterline Improvement project.

ACTION TAKEN: Upon a motion by Mr. Pedersen, second by Mrs. Maddox,
the Board of Commissioners voted unanimously to adopt Ordinance Number
19-2025 An Ordinance Amendmendt for a Capital Project Ordinance and
Budgets for Cleveland County Water’s ARP Funded Hendrick Lake Waterline
Improvements Project (Formerly Belwood) ARP Project SRP-D-ARP-0035



2) Consideration of Resolution Number 33-2025 A Resolution Accepting TGS
Engineers, Inc. As Most Qualified To Perform Work Related To The

Cleveland County Water/Town of Fallston Regionalization Improvements
Project HEL-RTA-15

Mr. Cornwell shared that the Viable Utility Reserve contacted the District
this summer with funding options available for the regionalization merger
with the Town of Fallston. This grant funding will be used to establish
connections with all the existing lines within the two systems. This grant
will also be used to design a plan for the removal of the old asbestos lines
from the Town of Fallston. These funds are designated for professional
services only and cannot be used for construction purposes. The staff deemed
the most qualified for the project as TGS Engineers. This resolution allows
the District to enter a contract with TGS Engineers,

ACTION TAKEN: Upon a motion by Mr. Pedersen, second by Mr. Brooks,
the Board of Commissioners voted unanimously to adopt Resolution Number
33-2025 A Resolution Accepting TGS Engineers, Inc. As Most Qualified To
Perform Work Related To The Cleveland County Water/ Town of Fallston
Regionalization Improvements Project HEIL-RTA-15

3) Consideration of Resolution Number 34-2025 A Resolution Ratifying the
Transfer of the Fallston Water System

Mr. Cornwell shared that the deed for the transfer of the Town of Fallston
water system has been recorded. The Town of Fallston representatives and
the District representatives met with Attorney Barnes and the USDA to sign
the deed completing ownership. The deed shows 1n detail the assets included
in the transfer, including water lines, meters, and easements. Mrx. Cornwell
noted that some of the eagsements included were from the original Fallston
Water System Inc. This ownership was established by USDA before the
Town of Fallston assumed ownership of the water system. The USDA had
this information in their records to include in the assets on the deed. This
information dated back to the 1950s and 1960s. This resolution ratifies the
transfer of the deed and the District accepts ownership of the Town of
Fallston water system. Mr, Cameron asked about the intentions for Fallston
water tank. Mr. Cornwell shared that the Fallston water tank is small and
there were concerns about not using enough of the water in the tank. The
tank is now monitored to ensure proper usage with no intention of turning



the tower off. Mr. Pedersen inquired about grounds keeping and tank
maintenance., Mr. Cornwell replied that the tank and the grounds were now
the District’'s responsibility. The tank has been added to the tank
maintenance program and the grounds keeping maintenance. Mr. Cameron
asked about the voting privileges for the citizens of the Town of Fallston. Mr.
Cornwell informed the members that all the voting privileges have been
established. The Fallston citizens would have the water board on their
election ballots. Mr. Cornwell noted that due to the government shutdown,
not all the proper documents have been completed, but once the government
shut-down is completed, the documents will be shared with the District.

ACTION TAKEN: Upon a motion by Mr. Martin, second by Mrs. Maddox,
the Board of Commissioners voted unanimously to adopt Resolution Number
34-2025 A Resolution Ratifying the Transfer of the Fallston Water System

E. New Business:
1) Consideration of Resolution Number 35-2025 A Resolution To Open
Stagecoach Greenway Bank Account with Hometrust Bank, The Cleveland
County Water Official Depository

Mr. Cornwell shared a recent tragic event in the community that took the life
of a citizen of Cleveland County. Mrs. Sarah Queen was well known in the
arca and served on the Lawndale Town Council. Mrs. Queen was invited and
served on the Stagecoach Greenway advisory board when Stagecoach
Greenway was still in the planning stages. Mr. Cornwell shared that the
family of Sarah Queen had designated in her obituary that memorials be
made in her name to the Stagecoach Greenway. Mr. Cornwell is
recommending the addition of the Stagecoach Greenway bank account. This
bank account will be separate from all other accounts. Mrs. Fern, Finance
Director, will designate the funds in the account as restricted funds. These
funds can only be used for Stagecoach Greenway. All future memorials and
donations for the Stagecoach Greenway will be deposited into this restricted
account. Mr. Brooks asked if a condolence card could be signed by the
members to be shared with the family. Mr. Cornwell shared that all
donations would be acknowledged with a letter mailed by Mrs. Fern. Mrs.
Maddox inquired about donations made that weren’t specified to Stagecoach
Greenway. Mr. Cornwell noted that no other memorials had been made to
the Stagecoach Greenway. Mr. Pedersen asked if it was a tax-free deduction.
Mr. Cornwell verified that donations are charitable contributions. Mr.



Cornwell provided clarification to Mrs. Maddox with scenarios concerning
how payments were processed and what measures were accepting memorials
for Stagecoach Greenway.

ACTION TAKEN: Upon a motion by Mr. Pedersen, second by Mr. Martin,
the Board of Commissioners voted unanimously to adopt Resolution Number
35-2025 A Resolution To Open Stagecoach Greenway Bank Account with
Hometrust Bank, The Cleveland County Water Official Depository

2) Update and Discussion of Agreement with Environmental Litigation
Group, PC and PFAS Settlement Update

Mzr. Cornwell provided supporting documentation for discussion concerning
this item. This item doesn’t require a vote or any action. The topic is on the
agenda for discussion only, The District has been contacted concerning a
class action lawsuit against 3M Company for PFAS. PFAS are the by-
products of man-made chemicals that contaminate the water supply. Some
examples of PFAS are Teflon, fire fighting chemicals, dry cleaner chemicals,
and carpet adhesives. Former Attorney Moore advised that if contacted to
participate in a class action lawsuit to participate. Mr. Cornwell shared the
agreement that was accepted and signed with the Environmental Litigation
Group. Mr. Gilbert, Water Plant Superintendent/ORC, conducted sampling
and completed the application and supplied the history of the District. It was
noted that the District has no sighs of PFAS in the current water supply.
The funding received from the class action lawsuit can be used in three
different ways. If PFAS is present in the water supply, the funding can be
used to degign removal technics for the PFAS. If the water supply does not
have PFAS but develops in the future, the funding should be used for future
removal technics for the PFAS. The third option was to use the funding for
legal action if the litigation circumstances caused by PFAS existed. Mr.
Cornwell noted that the District did not meet requirements for any of the
three categories. The District was chosen to receive funding in the class
action lawsuit. The Environmental Litigation Group shared a timeline for
funding from present until the year 2033 for yearly payments totaling
$326,000.00. Mr, Cornwell and Mrs. Fern will be seeking guidance from the
auditors concerning the use of this funding. The funding will be designated
as restricted until further guidance can be obtained. Mr. Cornwell noted
again that the District has no PFAS in the water supply. Mrs. Maddox
requested clarification on the class action suit. Mr. Cornwell verified that the



District was informed that because of no detection of PFAS in the public
water supply, the District was originally told that no funding was received.
This funding was received because the award included all public water
supplies with and without PFAS detections.

F. General Manager’s Report:
Mzr. Cornwell shared that the entire General Manager’s report would be
presented by himself. Mrs. Fern, Finance Director, has shared the
September financial report. The auditors are scheduled for the November
regular meeting for the audit presentation. Mr. Cornwell reminded the
members that the November board meeting will be Monday, November 10,
2025, instead of Tuesday night because of the Veteran’s Day holiday. Mrs.
Alexander, Customer Service Director, included the billing numbers in the
commissioner packets. No disconnections were conducted due to staffing.
The operations and maintenance numbers are in the packet for reference.
Mr. Cornwell noted that the government shutdown has directly affected the
USDA projects. The vendor payments will continue during the government
shutdown. Mr. Cornwell has made every effort to contact the proper
personnel for payment approvals, but no information has been shared. The
vendors are completing work and expect to be paid for their services. The
requirements for the archaeology survey for Broad River Water Plant have
been diminished. The proposal for the survey was received in the amount of
$14,000.00. McGill Associates will be handling the contracts with the
consultant for completion of the survey. Mr. Cornwell shared an update
concerning the customers that spoke about the back flow requirements
during the prior meeting. My, Humphries was able to access the requested
information from the customer. Mr. Humphries verified that the customer
had several wells, booster pumps, and water spigots on the property. These
items that did show cross connection would require RPZ backflow prevention.
Mr. Martin asked about the timeframe for customer compliance. Mr.
Cornwell said that the customer had six months. If the customer is not
compliant in six months, the District could seek a judicial order of consent.

G. Board Members Announcement and Remarks
The members noted no further questions or remarks. Some discussion
continued about the fluoride feed and the notification of the citizens of the
District. Mr. Cornwell reminded members that the yearly consumer
confidence report is available on the Cleveland County Water website. The
CCR shows that no fluoride has been detected in the water for 2023 and 2024



because the fluoride feed system was not operating. The CCR report is public
notification because it includes every item that is detected in the drinking
water. The water bills include a message that the consumer confidence
report is available through the website with the link to the exact location.
The CCR report is required and reviewed by all public water supplies.
Attorney Barnes noted that the members made an educated decision and
were provided with all the facts from all sides required to make an educated
decision. Attorney Barnes noted his pride in the board to decide based on
facts. Mrs. Maddox questioned if the Cleveland County Health Department
is required to provide any notification or information concerning the water.
Mr. Cornwell noted that the CCR report and the meeting minutes were only
on the CCW website. The requirements of the Heath Department were
unknown. Vice Chairman Cameron noted appreciation to the members and
staff for a productive meeting.

H. Adjournment
Action Taken: Vice Chairman Cameron called for a motion to adjourn. Upon a
motion by Mrs. Bridges, second by Mrs. Maddox, the Board of Commissioners
voted unanimously to adjourn at 7:03 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
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Amy Ed]\::(\)\:t Bridges, Secreta
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